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Is Google making us “stupid”? 

Having answers available for us a click of a button away is an incredible accomplishment 

because it can help us in many situations but is the internet, more specifically Google, affecting 

our intelligence negatively? Everyone uses the search engine Google, but getting the information 

that we need could be making us unintelligent. In the article, The Shallows: What the internet is 

doing to our brains, by Nicholas Carr and in the article, Google Effect: is technology making us 

stupid? By Genevieve Roberts and also including the infographic, A study of Students Online 

research Behavior by Moran and Firth all give reasons why Google is making us unintelligent. 

The search engine Google is making us unintelligent by taking a negative effect on our memory, 

getting us distracted easily, and by not allowing us to think.  

    First and foremost, Google is negatively affecting our intelligence by making people 

memories worse. Many people tend to forget many things because they can always ask Google 

how to do something. In the infographic by Moran and Firth, it claims, “How is Google changing 

our memory… We don't recall memories like we used to.” This proves that since Google can do 

many things it is making our memories worse. Due to this, our memory is becoming worse that 

maybe some people can’t remember what they had for breakfast. Memories are great to have so 

you can remember them later on in life. In the article by Genevieve Roberts, it claims, “ 

Constantly looking up information online is not an effective way to create permanent memories.” 

What this means is that being online won't create a big impact on your life. Due to this, the 



internet is bad for us because we won’t be able to create new memories by being on technology. 

Google is negatively affecting our intelligence because it is worsening our memories so we can't 

recall things when we need them.  

    Secondly, the internet affects us negatively because it is distracting. Being distracted could 

result in you not knowing something important or valuable. In the article by Nicholas Carr, it 

claims, “If we’re distracted, we understand less, remember less, and learn less.” This proves that 

since people use technology more in their lives instead of interacting with people then we don’t 

learn enough or we aren’t capable of understanding certain situations since we’re distracted. Due 

to this, we will be missing out on life and what is has to offer to us. Everyone is constantly 

distracted because there is technology everywhere. In the article by Nicholas Carr, it claims, “... 

we’re always distracted.” This means that we’re never fully aware of our surrounding because 

we’re distracted by our technology.” Due to this, you could be missing out on soma great thing 

since your head is always facing the other direction. Google is making us unintelligent because 

people learn from life experiences and being distracted by looking up something prevents that 

from occurring.  

    Finally, Google is not allowing us to think so it’s preventing us from learning which makes us 

unintelligent. Using Google is great for looking up something for some help but it prevents 

people from thinking and using their brain. In the infographic by Moran and Firth, it claims, 

“The internet is filled with incorrect information, which may lead to being misinformed.” This 

proves that for not thinking and heading for a quick way out, may lead to false information 

which could be critical depending on what it's for. Due to this, thinking critically and logically 

would help you out more rather that misleading information. Thinking makes us learn more and 



then forgetting it later on. In the article written by Nicholas Carr, it claims, “ what really makes 

us intelligent isn’t our ability to find information quickly. It’s our ability to think deeply about 

that information.” This proves that we learn by thinking not by looking something up on Google. 

Due to this, many people don’t learn because they take the easy way out. People say that Google 

is great for getting information quickly and learning at the same time but their wrong, you do get 

information quickly but you don’t learn it. Google is negatively affecting our intelligent because 

it doesn't let people think.  

    In conclusion, Google is a very popular and useful search engine but it’s affecting our 

intelligence negatively. Google is making us unintelligent by making our memories worse, 

making us get distracted more easily, and preventing us from thinking.  


